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(54) Container for retaining microscope slides 

(57) The invention describes a container for retain- 
ing a plurality of. microscope slides and comprises a 
base and a tray removably received on the bottom wall 
of the base; the tray displays a pair of laterally spaced 
longitudinally extending slide retaining compartments 
wherein each compartment includes a series of longitu- 
dinally spaced partitions, the spaces between the parti- 
tions and the distance between the opposite wails of the 


compartments are such as to receive the short sides of 
the rectangular shaped microscope slides; the spaces 
also enable the slides to be manually moved reciprocally 
between a frontwardly inclined position and a rearwardly 
inclined position. The width of the base is slightly greater 
than the width of three laterally vertically standing slides 
so that the slides may be stored in three lateral rows in 
the base when the tray is removed therefrom. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention pertains to a container 
for retaining a plurality of microscope slides of rectan- 
gular shape having short and long sides and a prede- 
termined thickness. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] M icroscope slide containers are used for stor- 
ing and indexing microscope analyzed specimens sup- 
ported on a glass microscope slide. Such containers uti- 
lized for handling, transportation and storage of micro- 
scope slides include a plurality of individual microscope 
slide receiving compartments wherein each compart- 
ment is provided with protuberances extending upperiy 
in each individual compartment for contacting the lower 
side of a microscope slide. In most cases, the slides 
which have a rectangular shape with long and short 
sides are usually placed in the compartments with the 
long sides extending horizontally, in other words, one of 
the long sides rests on the bottom wall of the compart- 
ment. In this position, .it has been noted that the micro- 
scope slides can not be easily finger gripped for retrieval 
and inspection. 

OBJECTS AND STATEMENT OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] An object of the present invention to provide a. 
container for receiving a plurality of microscopes- slides 
of rectangular shape which avoids the above-described 
problem in that the slides are placed in the compartment 
resting on one of their short sides. * 
[0004] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a container for microscope slides where, in their 
upstanding position, the slides can be moved from a 
rearwardly inclined position to a frontwardly inclined po- 
sition so that visual inspection of the slides can be made 
without requiring their retrieval from the compartments. 
[0005] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a container for microscope slides wherein the 
spacing between the partitions which serve to hold the 
slides in their vertical position is such as to receive two 
contacting slides which can also be moved between a 
rearwardly inclined position and a frontwardly inclined 
position. 

[0006] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a container for microscope slides so that the 
compartment tray can be removed and the slides re- 
tained in the container for storage. 
[0007] The present invention is therefore achieved by 
providing a container for retaining a plurality of micro- 
scope slides of rectangular shape having short and long 
sides and a predetermined thickness which comprises: 

a base having a bottom wall, front and rear walls 


and opposite side walls; 

a tray removably received on the bottom wall of the 
base and contained within the front rear and side 
walls thereof; 

s the tray displaying a pair of laterally spaced longi- 
tudinally extending slide retaining compartments; 
each compartment including a bottom wail and op- 
posite side walls and a series of longitudinally 
spaced partition means; the spaces between the 

10 partition means and the distance between the op- 
posite side walls of the compartments are such as 
to receive the short sides of the microscope slides; 
also the spaces are such that the slides may be al- 
lowed to be manually moved reciprocally between 

*5 a frontwardly inclined position and a rearwardly in- 
clined position. 

[0008] In one form of the Invention, the spaces be- 
tween the partition means are slightly greater than the 
20 thickness of two contacting slides so that the slides may 
also move between a frontwardly and rearwardly in- 
clined position. 

[0009] In another form of the invention, the width of 
the bottom wall of the base between the opposite side 
25 walls is slightly greater than the width of three laterally 
vertically standing slides so that the slides may be 
stored in three lateral rows in the base when the tray is 
removed therefrom. 

[0010] Other objects and further scope of applicability 
30 of the present invention will become apparent from the 
detailed description given hereinafter. It should be un- 
derstood, however, that this detailed description, while 
indicating preferred embodiments of the invention, is 
given by way of illustration only, since various changes 
35 and modifications within the spirit and scope of the in- 
vention will become apparent to those skilled in the art. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS: 

40 [0011] 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a container made 
in accordance with the present invention; 

45 Figure 2 is longitudinal cross-section of the contain- 
er; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the container; 

so Figure 4 is a front elevation view; 

Figure 5 is a view similar to figure 2 showing two 
slides per compartment; 

55 Figure 6 is a perspective view of the container 
showing three rows of slides without a tray; and 

Figure 7 is an elevational cross-sectional view of 
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two stacked containers. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0012] Referring to figure 1 of the drawings, a contain- 5 
er, generally denoted 10, made in accordance with the 
present invention comprises a base 12 to which is 
hingedly mounted a cover 14 and in which is received 
a tray 1 6 configured to receive a series of microscopes 
slides 18. 10 
[0013] Referring also to figure 2, base 12 consists of 
a bottom 20, a front wall 22, a rear wall 24 and a pair of 
opposite side walls 26 and 28. In the embodiment illus- 
trated, the rear wall 24 has a greater height than that of 
the front wall 22 so that the upper edges of the side walls * s 
26 and 28 downwardly slope from the rear wall to the 
front wall. 

[0014] The cover 14 has a top wall 30, a front 32, a 
rear wall 34 and opposite side walls 36 and 38. The con- 
figuration of the cover corresponds to that of the base 20 
1 2 and has a dimension slightly greater than that of the 
base so as to fit thereover and form a rectangular con- 
figuration in the closed position shown, in dotted lines 
40. The front wall 32 of the cover is adapted to engage 
a protruding flange 42 extending from the upper edge . 25 
of the front wall 22 of the base. Cover 1 4 is detachably - : 
mounted to the base 12. 

[0015] Tray 16. rests on the bottom 20 of the base. 
With reference also to figures 3 and 4, the tray 16 com- 
prises a base 44, a front wall 46, a rear wall 48 and op- 30 
posite side- walls 50 and 52. The side walls 50 and 52 
define with a longitudinally extending central raised wall , 
54 a pair of longitudinal compartments into which are 
placed the microscope slides in the vertical position 
shown. The top face of wall 54 displays a series of iden- 35 
tification numbers each associated with a slide receiving 
compartment. The slides have a rectangular shape with 
a pair of opposite short sides and a pair of opposite long 
sides. The width of each compartment is slightly greater 
than the distance separating two long sides of a slide. *o 
Each compartment comprises a series of longitudinally 
spaced partitions 60, 62, 64 and 66 that define slide re- 
ceiving areas on which rests the short side of a slide. 
Partitions 60 are integral with side wall 52 and the base 
of the tray while partitions 62 are integral with one side 45 
of the central wall 54 of the tray. Partitions 64 are integral 
with an opposite side of the central wall 54 and the base 
of the tray while partitions 66 are integral with the base 
of the tray and the side wall thereof. 
[001 6] As can be seen in figure 3, the base 44 of the so 
tray displays in each space between the partitions a se- 
ries of longitudinally spaced openings 45 and 47 for 
draining purposes. 

[0017] The spaces separating the partitions 60, 62, 64 
and 66 are equal to one another and correspond to a 55 
distance greater than the thickness of a slide so that the 
slide may be manually pivoted from a rearwardly in- 
clined position to a frontwardly inclined position and 


vice-versa (see figure 2). In a preferred form of the in- 
vention, the height of the partitions is about a third of the 
height of a microscope slide resting upwardly on its short 
side on the bottom wall of a tray compartment 
[0018] Figure 5 shows a preferred embodiment of the 
invention wherein the distance separating two partitions 
60 is such as to allow two slides 18 to have their short 
sides resting on the base 44 of the tray and to also allow 
the two slides to be pivoted manually from a rearwardly 
position to a frontwardly rearwardly position and vice- 
versa (see figure 5). 

[0019] Referring to figure 6, the width of the base or 
the distance separating its two walls 26 and 28 is such 
that three rows of microscope slides can be received 
with one of the short sides resting on the bottom wall of 
the base 12. Hence, for storage, the tray with the slides 
are removed from the base, the micro slides removed 
from the tray and placed in three adjacent rows on the 
base of the container. 

[0020] As can be seen in figures 2, 3, 4 and 5, the 
bottom 20 of the container and the top wall 30 of the 
cover are each provided with integrally formed projec- 
tions 80, 82 and 84, 86 respectively so that identical con- 
tainers 1 0, 1 0* may be stacked (see figure 7). 
[0021] Although the invention has been described 
above with respect to various forms, it will be evident 
that it may be modified and refined in various ways. For 
example, the cover can be made transparent of plastic 
material orthe like so that the micro slides can be easily 
seen while the cover is in the closed position. It is there- 
fore wished to have it understood that the present in- 
vention should not be limited in interpretation, except by 
the terms of the following claims. 


Claims 

1. A container for retaining a plurality of microscope 
slides of rectangular shape having short and long 
sides and a predetermined thickness comprising: 

a base having a bottom wall, front and rear 
walls and opposite side walls; 
a tray removably received on said bottom wall 
and contained within said front, rear and side 
walls; said tray displaying a pair of laterally 
spaced longitudinally extending slide retaining 
compartments; each compartment including 

(a) a bottom wall and opposite side walls and 

(b) a series of longitudinally spaced partition 
means; the spaces between said partition 
means and the distance between said opposite 
side wails of said compartments being such as 
to receive said short sides of said microscope 
slides; said spaces being such as to allow said 
slides to be manually moved reciprocally be- 
tween a frontwardly inclined position and a 
rearwardly inclined position. 
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2. A container as defined in claim 1 , wherein each said 
space is slightly greater than the thickness of two 
slides so as to receive the short sides of two slides 
between two successive partition means and to al- 
low said two slides to be manually moved recipro- s 
cally between frontwardly and rearwardly inclined 
positions. 

3. A container as defined in claims 1 or 2, wherein said 
partition means consist of a pair of laterally spaced 10 
projections, each projection being Integrally formed 
to said bottom wall of said compartment and a re- 
spective side wall of said compartment. 

4. A container as defined in claims 1 , 2 or 3, wherein 
said sidewalls of said compartments have a height 
corresponding to about a third of the long sides of 
the slides in upstanding position in said compart- 
ment. 

5. A container as defined in claims 1 , 2, 3 or 4, wherein 
the width of the bottom wall of said base between 
said opposite side walls is slightly greater than the 
width of three laterally vertically standing slides so 
that said slides may be stored in three lateral rows 
in said base when said tray is removed therefrom. 

6. A container as defined in claims 1 , 2, 3, 4 or 5 com- 
prising a cover hingedly connected to said side 
walls of said base adjacent said rear wall thereof. 30 
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